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Nobody could have ever imagined that the death of one man would initiate one of the

biggest cataclysms of the twenticth century. Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the
Austro-Hungarian crown, and his wife were murdered by Gavrilo Princip in 1914, Princip, a
Serbian nationalist, sought to put an end to the Austro-Hungarian Empire ruling over Bosnia and
Herregovina.

The death of the Archduke served as the last picce of the puzzle for the Austro-Hungarian
empire to declare war against Serbia. The truth is, tension had been brewing throughout Europe,
especially in the woubled Balkan area, even before this incident. Princip’s plan of liberation
started a domino effect of events that ended in homfic casualties: the death of ca. 19 million
people, the fall of four imperial dynasties, namely Germany, Austro-Hungary, Russia and Turkey
and contributed with the spreading of one of the world's deadliest global pandemics, the Spanish
flu in 1918, which killed another 20 to 50 million people. This series of unfortunate events was
labeled as World War One, referred to as WW1 in this paper.

Mot all countrics that fought in war were involved since the beginning. The

Austro-Hungarian empire initiated the inclusion of allies to the fight. Germany, known for being

Austria’s greatest ally, came to the aid of Austria while Russia stated their support to Serbia, its

fellow Slavic country. Following a plan called Schlieffen, a military strategy, Germany laid the
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